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Editor's Message

: In an effort to re-allocate existing parish resources for various new tasks related to the new church
:construction, the CM Voice will be published bi-monthly starting from January 2002. Anyone who
e is interested in editorial work, design and typing is welcome to join our publishing team. Articles
:With faith content are always welcome. Let’'s continue to voice out our praise and thanksgiving to

® God in our parish journal.

:-i:u.-r_!el
Column *

T

The theme we learn from Advent is hopeful and joyful

because we celebrate the coming of the Long Expected Mes-
siah — Our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Let us reflect on the words “Messiah” and “ Our Savior”
— both mean someone who will help us, humanity, overcome
salf-inflicted damage, both physical and spiritual. What has been
the cause of our loss of peace, self-control, friendship and har-
mony?—Wecall it sin.

Many members of our modern western materialistic cul-
ture of death tend to disregard or reject it as non-existent. For
them, their conscience is unplugged, until someone sins against
them. Instantly, they feel the anger of rejection, the hurt of a
victim of arson, drunk driving, robbery or rape.

What is the cost of sin? To the sinner it is his relation-
ship to God — to the victim — to society — to himself and his
own family.

Our money-mad society thinks money can settle any hurt.

Laws, divine or human, do not make people behave, but
they do help define standardsto live by. It is only through effec-
tive, loving parental training accepted by individual children,
supported by the spiritual motivation of our Loving Creator
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that produces men and women of conscience and character.

School teachers, police and the socially trained person-
nel recognize the clear difference. Some parents are their
children’sworst enemy. Signs of poor behavior show in kinder-
garten — then at elementary and high schools — schools alone
do not correct but suffer from this. The teenage period mani-
fests the serious consequences in classrooms, corridors, on
the playground. Police presence at school is a sign of our so-
cial behavior collapse.

The cost to a peaceful atmosphere, to fruitful teaching?
Ask any teacher.

Teenage dress style gives a clear sign of what values are
important to them.

Sad behavior that involves police and financial costs that
are a burden to law-abiding citizens merits an accounting. The
cost of sin. Isit only money? Take time yourself to measure the
cost to self-esteem, family name — socia trends divided by hurt,
anger, hatred.

“ Prepare the way of the Lord.” We need Our Savior.
“Come, Lord Jesus.”
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