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The 4" Archdiocesan Synod has invited all Catholics
belonging to our Archdiocese to open our ears to the Word of
God, to incline our hearts to be docile to the Holy Spirit for a
new springtime of faith.

Of the 360,000 who identified themselves as Catholics,
some one-third are actively living their faith in daily prayer,
Sunday worship together and faithfully following the
commandments of Godintheir behaviour. Another third usualy
make an annual effort to attend Mass for Christmas and Easter.
A fina third, for whatever reason, have practically abandoned
their faith but for the census they claim to belong. What is our
obligation? What does our heavenly Father expect usto DO
andBE?

On Ascension Day our Saviour, having completed His
mission to reconcile mankind to the Father, making our own
possible, gave His famous MISSION ASSIGNMENT to the
Apostlesand us.

“Make disciples of all nations, baptize them in the Name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Teach
them everything | have taught you and behold, | am with you
till the end of time.”

Mission means, “to send”. It implies movement, not
necessarily to go to another country or area, but to other people
—gpread the Good News: peace, not war — truth, not falsehood
— forgiveness, not retaliation — gentleness, not violence —
sobriety, not intoxication —married love, not commercial sex —
respect, not contempt — to be truly happy, not just excited or
thrilled —to have lasting joy, not passing fads.

ThisMarch, | will have spent 60 years on my pilgrimage
asapriest, serving in various parishes and ministries. In that
time much experience has developed in joys and sorrows, in
failures and success. Our human natureisour frail and quixotic
vessel allowing freedom of choice with its enduring
consequences of natural lawsand spiritual reality. Our promise
of service to God and neighour is often muted or diluted by a
self-interest that is constantly nibbling at our higher standards
and lowering our horizons. It is a struggle daily, weekly, and
monthly as we grow physically and, hopefully, spiritualy in
our relationship to God and neighbourswhom we had promised
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“‘HERE | AM, LORD, | COME TO DO YOUR WILL!" :

to serve. | am with you till the end of time.  Father Brown's

But this call or mission is not just for Gomer
priests or bishops, brothers or sisters. We are all called “to
serve” by Jesus who Himself came, not to be served but to
serve.

Our childhood catechism gave usthe purpose of our human
existence, i.e. “to know, to love and serve Almighty God here
on earth and to be with Him forever in heaven.”

Vocation comes from the Latin “vox” meaning voice and
signifiesthe actual choice or call God hasfor our life of service
according to our gift of nature and grace.

Most people are called to the married vocation. Theworld
population is amost 50-50 males and femalesand in al known
civilizations anthropol ogists have found the basic monogamous
bond of marriage exists which honours fidelity, includes
cooperation procreation and training of children, as well as
honouring their elders. Mankind's male population has at times
and places suffered self-destroying warfare, which caused local
imba ances and some deviation towards polygamy. The Judeo-
Chrigtian teaching supports the monogamous bond and demands
astrong mutua teaching role. When acouple enter marriage as
acall from God, attend to His commandments and train their
children by word and example, they will have a difficult but
happy life.

Not all marriagesare happy but the defectiveis often found
to be afailure of at least one of the partiesto try to serve the
other, rather than to serve oneself.

Not all people are called to marriage. It is not easy. No
vocation ispromised to be easy. On earth we are at work serving.
It can be joyful and more often is. So much depends on our
knowledge and attitude and accepting help from God. “ Husband”
and “Wife" are noble titles. “Father” and “Mother” are more
noble as co-creators with God of a new life.

In the last 50 years, our Western secular culture seemsto
have abandoned many of the standards on which our pioneers
built arich economy of income and a wealth of technological
wonders to make life “easier”. However at the same time this
craving for “easier” has given into aravishing, self-indulgent,
sensual and hedonist philosophy. Tobacco, alcohol and drugs



becameavailableto themany moreyoungwell-to-do’s. University
lifestylechanged for many. Harvard and Yae, created by religious
leaders, had hired teachers who openly flaunted rebellious,
disturbing, permissive and self-indulgent behavioural changes.

Marriage itself has been the target of many “new”
philosopherswho see no danger to our overall community. Some
women felt marriage has been unfair to them. Particularly if the
husband is not agood man, he can hurt the woman and children
but one should not blame marriage itself. Some say you don't
need marriage to have children; but such irresponsible behaviour
again is always wrong and rightfully condemned because of
the consequences to society. Young people today are being
deluged by the media where sex-violence “sells’. Western
culture, by print, radio and visual technology, drown them all
day long with a hostile philosophy of life.

Single people are aso called to serve after their personal
cares have been satisfied, employment, health, socid, etc. More
timeisavailable for the many, many needs of people around us
—if we could but notice and generously respond. The youth of
England during Empire years were urged to give two years as
volunteer service. The Mormons have a similar two-year
graduation service period. President J. F. Kennedy promoted

the Peace Corps to go to needy situations and give volunteer
service. President G. W. Bush has urged the same today. Many
retired executives have found joyful fulfillment and spiritual
profit in sharing their knowledge and experiences. Volunteers
are very valuable here at Columbus Residence in our Chapel
helping us to have Daily Mass and faith comforts. Married
couples, when healthy and feeling lonesome once the children
have moved to their own residences, can find fulfilling volunteer
activity. Every parish can help you help others, in the service
of our Father.

If | were still activein aparish, | would provide a parish
position for aCOORDINATOR of Volunteers, to recruit, train
and guide them. We need some help to NOTICE and appreciate
what is needed by those around us.

Hospitals, nursing homes, young mothers, parish schools,
catechetical classes, elementary and secondary, can prove to
be very satisfying to ourselves and pleasing to those helped
and to our Father.

What seems to be the key is “Time”? When we find
ourselves with time on our hands or even wanting to do
something but don’t know what, look to your parish and offer
your talents.
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