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My first encounter with the Knights of Columbus
wasfromafe low seminarianF GordonM cKinnon, now
retired, who told us aout his brother’ sinitiation as a
Knight, how happy they were to join, and how excited
and proud they were of the noblegoal s of this Catholic
fraternity. Frank, his elder brother, has served with
distinctiononall state offices. We werenot allowed to
hear details of theinitiation, but it must have been first
classmaterial. | myself joined the Knights of Col umbus
shortly after | wasordainedin1942. | was invited by one
of the officers, and though | was happy throughout the
initiations to the Third Degree, | must confess | did not
attend any of the meetingsof Council 1081 even though
Courcil Chamberswererightacrossthe street. | washbusy,
| thought, asapriest, and did not redi zewhet | wasmi ssing.

| met many Knights inthe following years but did
not becomefully aware of their good works as organi zed
menbers of our Church slaity. Many Knights hel ped us
at Latona Beach Camp during the 50s, but it was only
whenl wasPagtor of PreciousBlood ParishinCloverdd e
that | became Chaplanto Council 7276. | wasfaithful to
attend every meeting and began torealize how the men
whojoined and were active, were growingintheir faith
and services to the Church and their community. | met
many other Knights when they participated as Fourth
Degree, intheir attracti verega iaat cd ebrati ons, and again
whenthey hel ped withsports daysfor our Catholic school
children. | was also with i Fagan, happy to go on the
busto Kelownatopartici pateinthefamili arizationprogram
they haveto help priestsunderstand the Knightsand their
works. | havebeento several Padre Nights at Council
1081 where they put on a very pl easant dinner and to
whichtheyinvited dl theclergy.
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I’ vealways parti ci pated inthe Col umbus Charities
Lottery. This Lotteryisamgor contributionto theworks
of ColumbusCharities. Itinvolvesall 119 Third Degree
Council sand 18 Fourth Degree Assembliesin our BC
and Yukon jurisdiction. The Lottery gives away five
brand new vehicles, andisthe main source of raising
money for the seniors housinginitiatives.

Findly, withthe benefitof medical handicaps, | was
privileged to becomearesi dent of Col umbus Res dence,
aproject of Council 1081. Here, inthe atmosphere of
quiet meditati on and reflection, | began to appreciate
how much the Knights have done for the Church,
particularly for seniorsinneed of advanced care.

The founder of this fraternal
order was a young priest of Irish
extraction whose family had
immigrated to America, i Michael
McGivney was ordained to the
priesthood for the Diocese of
Hartford, Connecti cut. He had gone
tothe seminary at the age of 16, and
studied at the College of St. FrMichael McGivney
Hyeci nthe, Quebec. Two academi ¢ yearsfol lowed at Our
Lady of Angdls Seminary, attached to NiagaraUniversity
inNiagaraFalls,New York. YoungMcGivney moved next
to Morntreal to atend seminary classes & the Jesuit-run .
Mary' s College. At the request of the bi shop of Hartford,
heentered St. Mary’ sSeminary in Baltimore, Marylandin
1873. After four years, he was ordained in Baltimore's
historic Cathedral of the Assunpti onby Archbishop James
Gibbors.
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