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Everything beganin 1940 when,
atthe ageof twenty-five, Brother Roger
| eft Switzerl and, the country wherehe
was born, to go and live in France.
Duingalongill ness, the call had taken
shape in himto create a community
wheres mplicity andkind-heartedness
would belived out asessentid Gospel
realities. Whenthe Second World War
started, he had the conviction that he
shouldbeg natonceto offer ass sance
to peopleindifficult straits. In 1944, a
few brothers had joined him, and they had begun alife
together that conti nued inTaizé.

Gradually other young men arrived and joined the
original group, and on Easter Day 1949, the first brothers
committed themsd vesfor their wholelifeto celibacy, to
materid and spiritud sharingand toagreat s mplicity of
life. Fromitsbegi mingthe community has had atwofol d
intention: to seek communi on with God through personal
prayer and the beauty of community prayer, and also to
bea |leavenof peaceand trustinthe midst of humanity.

Today, the Tai z& Community is mede up of over a
hundred brothers, Catholicsand fromvarious Protestant
backgrounds, comi ngfrommore thantwenty-five nati ors.
By its very existence, the community isthus a concrete
sign of reconciliation between divided Christians and
separated peoples.

Every week fromearly springto | ate autumn, many
young adu tsarriveonthehill of Taizé& They aresearching
for meaningintheir lives, incommuni onwithmany others.
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By goingto thewel Ispringsof trustinGod,
they set out on aninner pilgrimage that
encourages themto build rel ati onshi ps of
trust among human beings.

AweekinTazéisawayof realisng
the intimate relati onship between an
experience of communion with God in
prayer and personal refl ection onthe one
hand, and an experi ence of communi on and
solidarity among peopl es on the other.
During the meeti ngs, three times each day
all those present gather for prayer,
worshi ppingGod together insingingand silence.

By meeting other young peopl e fromthroughout the
world ina climeate of opemness and |i stening, parti ci pants
discover that roads to unity can be opened up amidst the
diversity of cuturesand Christiantraditions. Thisprovides
asolid basis to be creators of trust and peace inaworld
wounded by divis ons, violence and i sol ati on.

Inundertaking a" pilgrimage of trust on earth," Taizé
does not organ ze amovement around the comunity. Each
personisinvited, after his or her stay, tolive outintheir
own situation what they have understood, with greater
awareness of theimer life withinthemaswel asof their
bondswithmany otherswhoareinval vedinasimil ar search
for whatred |y matters.

Coming to Taizé prayer is an opportunity to seek
communionwith God inprayer, silence and reflection In
inner peaceit canbe possible torediscover “what lifeis
for”, renewingour strength for lifeat home. Pleasecometo
joinand pray together a 7.30 pmon the 24" of September.



