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A A Visit to Agape House

“Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again, but whoever drinks
the water that | will give him will never be thirsty again. The water
that | will give him will become in him a spring which will provide
him with life-giving water and give him eternal life.” (John 4: 13-14)

TheCore Group Menbersof Faithin Actionvisted
Agape House on arainy day morninginOctober. The
day was wet and misty, but the reception at the House
was warm and unforgettable. Pat and Vicki, the
supervisorsof the House, accepted our request of visting
Agape without hesitation. They spared an hour with us
walking from room to room and introduced to us
different equi pment, facilitiesand stored items for the
minigrywork. Thevisitreallywidened our view onhow
AgapeStreet Ministry workson theyounggirlsandhel ps
them get off the street.

Agape consists of three voluntary sections:
Agape Street Ministry, Agape House and Hope Faith
House. Agape Street Ministry is a Catholic Faith
based Outreach to womenwho work as prostitutes
in the area of Downtown Eastside Vancouver and
Surrey, B.C. Agape House i sthe Main Office for the
Street Ministry and Hospital Ministry. It al so works
as the Referral and Pregnancy Center. Hope-Faith
House is a Cathol i ¢ Fai th based “ House of Healing”
in Surrey, for women who choose to journey with
Jesustowards freedomfrom addi ction. Volunteers of
Agape started their work with no experience and
confidence, but with ‘a huge bank account of faith
and the unwavering belief (Penny Rogers - the
Agape’s Commissioning Mass and 7" Year
Anniversary Speech) Accordingto Pat and Vicki’s
informati on, Agape members continuously pray that
God' swill would be with themini stry, and miraculous
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things started to happen. First, more and more vol unteers
joined the ministry. Then, anonymous donor s appear ed
with monetary support so that the dream of Hope-Faith
House and the Main Office became areality.

Agape still needs a great number of volunteers
towork ondifferent areas in the ministry.

Every night and several days, established teams
of 3-4 peopl e walk aspecific route from7:30 p.m. to
10.00 p.m., and bring the message of Jesus’ love to
the ladies of street, in Vancouver and in Surrey, by
li stening, prayi ng and bei ng friendly with them. At the
Agape House at Keefer Street. Volunteers are
involvedwith Agape Street activiti es, and they mi nister
to the women in prayer and activities. They sit and
tal k one-to-one with the girlsin a safe environmert.
They pack candy bags and scripture cards as little
gifts of love. It is estimated that Agape volunteers
distribute 30,000 candy bags each year.

On the street, Agape begin to see the fruits of
their [abor. More and more girls would run to the
volunteers for comfort and make request for special
prayers. More volunteers come to do birthday bags,
and jointhe hospital and prisonvisits. Pat and Vi cki
from Agape have acceptedthe invitationfromtheFaith
inAction and they will come to share with usinthe
First Event scheduled on Wednesday/ Saturday,
December 1/ December 4 at 6:00 p.m./ 10:15 a.m.
respectively (identical sessions). All parishionersare
cordialyinvitedto joinPat and Vicki’ sharing.



