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The Bible is awell-known book, most people regard ess of religion have heard of this famous
book. As Catholics, we are very fortunate to have opportunities to explore and appreciate the Bible
under guidance. However, our emphasis has always been on the content and most of us know very

What do we know about the Bible?

little onthe facts behind this book. | am a curious person and have decided to stop asking the “who did
what, when and hows”. | would like to share some of my findings with you.

What is the Bible?

Y

Y

Y

Y

Y

The word “Bible” means book.
The content of the Bible represents the Word of God.

God began to instruct men to write down His Word 3,500 years ago, more than 40 different people recorded these messages.

God's Word were recorded on scrolls and thus are known as Scriptures.
Writings on the scrolls were bound together as one book, and is known as the Bible.

What makes the Bible one of the amazing books in the world?
1.How many books are in the Bible?
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TheBibleisalibrary of 73 books.

This includes 46 books in the Old Testament, which contains stories before the birth of Jesus Christ. These stories

were written as history, poetry and prophecy.

Thisincludes 27 books i nthe New Testament, which contains stories after the birth of Jesus Christ. These include the

Gospels, Epistles (letters) and Revelation.

2.Who wrote the Bible?
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Over 40 writer s wrote the Bible and these writers came from all walks of life.
Maoses was apoliticd leader, wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviti cus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
Peter was a fisherman, wrote part of the Epistles.

Amos was a herdsman, wrote the book of Amos.

Joshua was amilitary general, wrote the book of Joshua

Daniel was aprime minister, wrote the book of Daniel.

Luke was a physician, wrote part of the Gospel.

Paul was atent maker and a tax collector, wrote part of the Epistles.
Mases contributed the most books to the Old Testament, he wrote the first five books.
Paul contributed the most booksto the New Testament, he wrote 14 books.

3.Where was the Bible written?
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The Bible was written on 3 continents — Asia, Africa and Europe.

The writers wrote from different places — for example, M oses in the wil derness, Jeremiah in the dungeon, Paul in the

prison, John on an island.
The Bible was written in times of war and peace, joy and sorrow, hope and despair.

4.What language was the Bible written in?
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The Bible was origindly writtenin 3 languages — Hebr ew, Aramaic and Greek.
The Bible has been translated into over 2,018 languages, with countless audio translation for unwritten languages.
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5.When was the Bible written?
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6.When was the Bible first printed?
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It was written over aperiod of 1,500 years, from around the time of Mosesto the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

The first version of the Bible is the “Septuagint Version” and dated back to 280 BC.
The Bible was canonized by the council of Carthage in 397 AD.

The Bible was the first book ever printed.

This was printed in 1454 by a German, Johannes Gutenberg. The two — volume bible was
printed with atotal of 1,282 pages. This was created with the help of 20 staff. A totd of 180 copies were printed, with 150
copies on paper and 30 on parchment with 48 copies still existence. Copies can be found in Biblioteca Apostolica

Vaticana a the Vatican City.

7 .What is the difference between a Catholic Bible and a Protestant Bible?
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In the Old Testament, the Protestant version has only 39 books, but the Catholic version has 46 books. The seven
additional books included in Catholic version are Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccebees, Wisdom, Sirach, and Baruch. Catholic
version aso includes additions to the Books of Esther and Daniel, which are not found in Protestant Bibles. These books are
ca led the deuterocanonica books. The Catholic Church consi ders these books to be inspired by the Holy Spirit.

In the New Testament, the difference is not in the number of books or chapters, but in the way certain words were
translated into English from the original language they were in.

8.ls the Bible still the best selling book in the world?
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The Bible is the best selling book every year.
According to the Guinness World Records, 2.5 billion Bibles have been printed since 1815.

9.How long does it take to read the Bible aloud?
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It takes about 70 hour sto read the entire Bibl e aloud.
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