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Sareh Wu

Have you ever thought to yourself, if 1 knew
what | know now, | woud have doneit differently?
Or | wish | get a“Do-Over”?1sthere a“muligan”
| can et inlife asingolf? As | was going through the rehearsa
for my baptism last week, | was filled with anticipation and
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because my baptism ismy “Do-Over”, my “Mulligan”.

| was asked during the first class why | decided to
register. To be honest, | redly did not know then what made
me decide to learn more about the Catholic fath, | attended
services of different faths throughout the years but | never
felt like | belong. | was not sick, | have a happy home life
with my husband, | am rich with many caring friends, and |
did not have to worry about anything. | was content.
Nevertheless, | was searching and | had athirst for the “Why?
" —Why are we here? How do thi ngs work? Why do people
not care more? Why are my efforts not appreciated? What
ever hagppened to courtesy, consideration and respect for
people and their belongings?Why are things not fdlinginline
withmy / our plan? Why am | not taler? smarter? and thinner?
What | gleaned from the various teachers from class
summearized &s follows, “We are here, in the catechi sm class,
to learn about God; to learn aout God's love for us, to get
closer to God and share inour growth in our faith within the
community. All things fall in line with God’s plan and we
might not see what God is planning because his planisinfinite
andwe are just asmall speck.”

| truly believe my journey to learn more and know more
about the Catholic faith starts from that moment my sponsor
gave me the form to enroll into the class. The past few months
in cless were the start of the foundationinmy faith. With the
right mix of instruction, guidance, friendship, and our
common god to be closer to God, my foundationis awork in
progress. | am glad | am not alone in this endeavor. | am
thankful for the people God surrounded me. | did not redize
how many people he putin my path before and now | know
why. We were told in class to live the example; | wes envious;
that we are not making more money; | have afractured family
and dways wanting more time to do what | should have done
dready. | needed a “do-over”! | need to be more generous
with my time, be more patient and be thankful for dl | have.
| truly saw just by being proud of attending catechism class,
the didogs | have started was enlightening and empowering.
I see my husband who was baptized as a child and subsequently
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left the church return to attend Mass. The amazing thing is
that he cannot understand the language spoken and he still
attends. When | discussed what | | earned in class, it reminded
him of what he learned many years ago and renewed his
understanding and faith.

Most of the people | surrounded myself with were dready
Catholic, they did not force their faith on me to the point that
scared me away, and they were friendly and hel pful. Maybe
God's planis to use me to bring my husband back to church
or to help my family relationship to be stronger, maybe to help
my classmates and friends. From my baptism, | have stopped
asking the Why and now | am onto the How. How can| learn
more? How can | contribute my td ents? Howdo | share God's
love for me?— so if | knew what | know now before, | would
have asked the right questions to my sponsor when she first
invited me to the Church’'s Family Day. | amn thankful that she
kept in touch with me for the past fifteen years. | would have
known sooner why God chose me.

AlfredLau

On the day of the baptism, | was very nervous and
excited. At the moment when | stepped into the church, |
actudly felt that | was embreaced in Christ’s arms. That feeling
was very comfortable, warm, and soothing. | said to myself,
“Thank you Jesus Christ. I've finally made it here”. The
moment when | stood in the darkened church awaiting for the
priest to enter, | felt sad. Perhaps it was the aamosphere. |
stood there in the middle of a huge crowd and focused my
attention on the priest’s every single movement. From the
moment of lighting the candles to enteringthe church, | did
not remove my full concentration. When the priest waked in,
the candles emitted a glow, which had lightened the church.
When the church turned from dark to light, | had a feeling that
it represented us. We were brought from the dark and
resurrected to the light. That feeling was very specid as if |
can finally leave behind dl my guilt and live anewlife.

The events that happened bef ore the actua baptism were
like arisingaction of amovie. And as the actions climbed closer
toward the climax, the more nervous | got. | prayed and hoped
God could give me courage to face the chalenges that would
follow, and hoped that | could live up to be agood, fervent and
devoted catholic. Finally, we were cdled up to get baptized. |
cleared up my mind and prepared myself to receive the biggest
grace inmy life. | foresaw the peace and happiness that would
embrace me because | know | have made the right decision.



