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Jenny Ng
I am happy and relieved that | finally received my
confirmation. | have wandered away for so many yearsandit is
so great toredize that God iscaling meto followHisfootsteps
again. It was such atouching moment when the entire church
sang for us andwelcomed us with open hearts. | felt | became a
part of them as well and am excited to be apart of thisloving
community where we can al grow and support each other in our
spiritud life. May we aways remember to give thanksto Godfor
dl HisBlessings. Thanksto al the people who put ontheir time
and effort to make RCIA possible. | am grateful to have gained
some va uabl e fri endshi p on RCIA and | hope to keep intouch
withal of you! Remember that “Nothing canseparate usfromthe
love of God”. (Romans 8:39)
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Janet Sze

The day started off like any ordinary day,
except that something extraordinary was happening
in the Canadian Martyrs Catholic Church. A group
of newly € ected2004-2005 catechumens set off inhighspiritsto
the Esster Vigil, which was held on 26 March 2005 — a day for
bapti sm and confirmation.

The mass startedin darkness, but the glimmers of candles
quickly lit up the whole church. The light illuminated my heart
and it reminded me of the gospel aout Sdtand Light; ittells us
that “[our] light must shine before people, so that they will see
the good things [we] do and prai se [our] Father in Heavens”.
Afterwards, hymnswere sung and scripture passages were read.
Then, there came our |ong-awaiting baptism. | was shivering the
whol e time & the prospect of going“orstage’. One of thereasons
may have been because | wore short sleeves, but most
importantly, | wes very nervous andexcited. Whenthe holy weter
waspoured onmy forehead, | had no ideahow toreact. | forgotto
smileinfront of the cameraand | forgot dl theritua s that | was
supposedto perform. Right &ter my sponsor put the white garment
on me, | was overjoyed and touched. | could hardly believethat |
wasfindly aCatholic, after waiting for that moment since primary
school when first learned about our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Godasks usnot to be afradto love, andHe gves us srength
toresist temptations. Althoughthe liturgy isfinished, my spritua
lifedoesnot just endthere. | will strengthen and deepen my bond
with the Christian communities, and be the “sdt of theearth and
light of theworld”.
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WinnieNg
| am so grateful to be apart of RCIA this year. To get to
where | am now requires great motivetion, perseverance, andfaith,
and| thank Godfor keeping meinthe right directionand not fater
under dfficult circumstances. For thepast fewyeas, | must admit
thereweretimes whenlfeltlog inlifeanddidn't knowwhat to do.
By praying everyday, it hasdefinitely hel ped me get through those
days and realized that God always gives me the best, but not
necessarily what | want.

Being pat of RCIAthisyear has dlowedme to meet friends
who arein the Catholic family and have the same belief. This has
been very valuable and everyone has been very supportive to
each other and we had lots of fun together. It is difficult to find
peerswiththe samereligionand| hope my role as acatholic will
help extend thebelief to my friendswho have not yet knownHim.

| thank those who put in so much time to organize RCIA. |
thank my sister who motiveted meto go to RCIA, my paentswho
had me baptized when | was a baby.
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Owennie (Samantha) Chan

Ever since | wasachild | have dways knownthat | waslucky.
Not urtil recentlytha | redizel wes especidly blessed, for God hes
chosento plant aseed earlyinmylife that hassince blossomedand
findly cameto fruition. Last year, | experiencedthefirgt miraclein
my life —astrongcaling combined with aseries of events that has
dravn meto this Church, where | have answeredHim by reg stering
for RCIA. Our weekly meetings not only solidified my
understanding of the Christian faith, but aso fostered a sense of
fellowship and bel onging anongst the catechumens. By the time
Easter weekendarrived| wasecdaic afterdl, | have waited literdly
dl mylifefor thismomert.

The night of the Easter Vigil came and went in awhirlwind
dong withthe visitors, the news crewand dl the commotion. The
most memorable moment for mewas not when the soothing holy
waeter dribbled over my forehead, but whenl receivedmy first Holy
Communion. Thefeeling that Christ and | became one was simply
overwhelming. Words canot describe howl felt.

Living and learning the Christianway by no means stop after
the euphoriaof baptism. It isjust the beginning.

Livinginafamily where there are multiple faiths certainly
poses some chdl enges, but | do trust that He is with me through
everything. It turns out that the encouragement | received from my
family was tremendous. Throughout my journey, the support shown
by my godmother, friends, our catechists andfellow perishioners
were absolutely phenomend . | anmost deeply touchedandgraefu .

Inreturn of His generousgifts, | an determinedto bethe salt
and light, and be atrue testimony of Jesus'’ dtruistic lovefor us. |
look forward to deepeni ng my faith and strengtheni ng my bond
withGod.

Hdldujan!

Gigi Lau
During the Baptism, it seemed like there was something
mi ssing because my family wasn't there. They were excited and
supportive about it just the same, asking about the detail s
afterwards, hurrying meto send picturesto them; but of course it
wasan't the same. So, | hed very mixed feelingsthat day, excitedbut
homesick. But itwas asif Godknew that I'd fee |onely on aday
likethis. My friends, dl non Catholic, andone wasn't Chineseand
had troubl e understending the Esster Vigil itself, showed up to
support me! | knew that they thought the Vigil wes | engthy and
hard to understand, but they still showed up, and they stayed till
theend, took pi ctures withme and for me, and made sure thet they
had good shots so that my parentswill be ableto seethe process.
That day redly meant the world to me, and He added an extra
magictouchtoit.



