10th Anniversary Eucharistic Celebration —
Homily by Rev. Monsignor Stephen Jensen

The Jesuit missionaries, who were the first to bring
the faith to this part of the world in the 17" century, were
in a hebit of writing long letters back home to tell ebout
their adventures. Those letters were published in Europe
and read widely, and we can still read them today. They
are caled collectively The Jesuit Relations. Thoseletters
tell us about their activities, but even moretdll us about the
men who came on that mission to Canada, to New France
as it was known. The letters redly give us a portrait of
them as Saints.

Oneof the letters wes
written in 1639, and from
thepen of Jean de Brebeutf.
It reads: “We have
sometimes wondered
whether we could hopefor
conversion of the country
without shedding of
blood”. Isthere any hope
of conversion without
secrifice? Well, the answer lies in the nature of this change
that wecall conversion. It' s not an externa thing, not just
achangein a person’s outward gopearance or his routine.
Conversion is redly a complete revolutionthat penetrates
to the very core of the person. It’s arevolution in
perspective: theway we seethings, the peoplearound us,
re-advance inour lives. It's achange in our thinking, how
we respond to what we see. It's achange inour attitudes,
that shgpe the way we see, and the way we respond.
Conversion is achange in priorities, a change in how we
consider something important, and other things not so
importart. And finally conversionis something that is visible
to others, something that makes the way we speak and
act noticegbly different. And this work of conversion isan
individual thing, but also a communal thing. It starts with
individud, with you and with me, but it is meant to transform
the people and the world around us, beginning with our
partner in marriage, our family, going out to our parish,
and through the community of the parish. Conversion is
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meant to have an impact on the city, the country, and the
whole world.

We could say that conversion is really why a parish
exists - to enable people to undergo that totd revolution
inthinking, perspective, priority and ectivity. And it’ s meant
to besomething that transforms acommunity of individuals,
making a parish different, and noticeebly different to those
who observeit from outside. Thequestion Jeen de Brebeuf
put in his letter is a good one for us to
consider: “Can we hope for conversion
without shedding of blood? Can we
experience this transformation without
dying?’ The answer is “No”.

Every page of the church history and the
lives of the Canadian Martyrs teach us that
lesson. Conversionisall about dying, so that
something new can take hold. Conversion is
about leaving behind our way of thinking,
acting and judging, and the beginning to see,
think, judge, speak, and act as a new person. Conversion
aways means adesth so that aresurrection cantake plece.
For some members of the faith community, it will mean
physical death at amoment, like the Canadian Martyrs
expeienced. Butfor dl of us, it will involve dying in other
ways, that are even more important. In thelives of the
martyrs, that dying that was not physical was the most
important way that they died aswadl. Thiskind of conversion
and this experienceof dying and risingis possible because
Someone has experienced that before us, Someone has
gone ahead of us on this role. Because He has preceded
us, we have the possibility, and the strength, and the
invitation to follow. Jesus isthe onewho is agreat pioneer
on this path of revolution, this path of conversion. He
didn' t need it onhis own life, but in his mercy, hetook the
human lifelikeours, and lived it perfectly and fully to show
us apattern for living. In every moment of his life, Jesus
was giving us an exanpleof what the journey of cornversion
involves, dying to onesdlf, rising to alifewith God, and for



God, and for others.

Jesus answered the question that Jean de Brebeuf
asked, “Isit possible for conversion to hgppen without
shedding of blood?’ Jesus took alifelike ours, so thet he
could lay it down, so that he could offer his life’ s blood.
Jesus' lifeisa pattemn of secrifice, of making ny life agift,
givento God and given to others. Inevery moment of his
life, Jesus was giving himself. He was making his lifea
seacrifice, and He completed that on the cross when He
gave his life' sblood literally for us. By that secrifice and
by tha gift, theLord has heded al theways that we don'’ t
meke oursdves a gftto God and to others. Jesus sacrifice
saves us and makes conversion possible.

Reading from God’ s word are about that today. In
the first reading, St. John describes his vision of Heaven,
where he sees the saints gathered, and the angel tells him
that these are the ones who have come out of the great
ordeal. They have washed their robes and made them
whiteintheblood of theLamb. The shedding of the Lord' s
blood has made our forgiveness and our purification
possible. St. John goes onand hears that thosewho have
washed themselves in the blood of Christ, the Lamb, are
cdled to live like him, to be his followers. John says the
Lamb will guide them to the springs of water, the waters
of life. Jesus guides us inthe way of secrifice, in the way
of making our lives, our words, our actions agift, of sacrifice
to God.

Most of us are not going to be caled to martyrdom
of blood, but every person in the Church is caled to
martyrdom by the way we live, by making everything we
do a secrifice and a gift to God. And because the Lord
has gone before us on the way, we have the strength to
do that, and the lives of the Canadian Martyrs are the
perfect illustration of that truth.

In the second reading today, St. Paul says we have
this treasure of Christian life in clay vessels. We are
weak, so that it may be clear that this extraordinary power
belongs to God. We don't walk this way of conversion;
we don’' t make ourselves agift by our own strength or
ability. 1t sthe grace of God working inus; and when we

read the letters of the Canadian Martyrs, the Jesuit
Relations, the truth aout that shines through in their
words. It's clear that they, first of all, hed adeep ad life-
giving commitment and relationship to Jesus. They knew
him and were known by him, and by that knowledge and
that intimate friendship they had strength to make
themselves gifts. When we read those letters, it' s aso
clear ther lives with Christ affected their lives with each
other.

The Jesuits were remarkable for the generous kind
of love they showed to eech other. Always giving credit
to one another, aways forgetting themselves and pointing
to eech othe as theholiness and the goodness of God and
work intheir mission. And finally inthose Jesuit Relations,
what shines through clearly is the support that they needed
and lived their
life loving
Christ and
each other,
and that wes a
serious and
e v e r
deepening life
of prayers.
Conversion
are all those
things. Itis
the ingredient
of love for God and neighbour, nourished in a prayer life
that makes us martyrs, a Greek word that simply means
“witness”. Those signs of the Chrigtianlife, alove of God,
awillingness to live and grow, and love with each other,
al found on prayers are the source of Christien life, and
the source of every parish life too. Those are the
ingredients and the path of conversion that changes us,
and through us changes the world. We are part of the
long history of faith, witness and conversion.

It' s our privilege to clam the Canadian Martyrs as
our models in this parish, so we ask their prayers that we
may follow the way that Jesus gives us through them, by
imitating them with the gift of conversion, and make
ourselves agift to God.
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