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Lord Jesus taught us to go and love our neighbours
asoursd ves. Thislovewhi chofteninvolveskindnessand
helpfor afe |ow-hurmenbeingl shdl term*Brotherl yLove”.
Dear friends, | shall now tell two truestories of
“pro-activebrotherlylove’.

Let usgo back to the year 1847. Inthat year Ireland
suffered a serious potato blight which resulted in
widespread famineand deaths. Sosome of the community
| eaders deci ded that the peopl e must fleeto other places
to survive. Thus many of these unfortunate people
embarked ontwo ol d rickety ships and sail ed to Caneda
andto America.

Asore of theseships approached the Atl arti c Coast
of this country, the people on land learned of the
overcrowdi ngon board and thedeath and rampage caused
by thevirulent diseases of typhusand typhoid amongthe
refugeeswho were already severely mal nourished and
lacked food and cleanwater —atrulytragic situation. At
oncethe authoritiesinQuebecat thet time had aquarartine
camp set yoonGrosse Isle—anidandonthe S Lawrernce
River —to accommodate these refugees. Seven young
women took pity on them and vol unteered to go to the
camp to take care of the refugees. Inthe process they
got infected and they, too, died fromthe terri ble di seases.
Theirswastruly anamaz ngact of brotherly love! O Lord,

may they rest in peece.

In recent times, as we know fromthe newspapers
there has been abad shortage of prieds inboth Canada
andU.SA. May of thedescendantsof theearl yimm grants
from Ireland have filled the gaps in the parishes- the
O’ Brien, Murphies, O’ Neills, O’'Donnellys, the
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McNamaras, McHughs, Mal doons, McPhersons, Dalys,
theFlanegans, theDonovans, Doyles, Md ones, O SUllivans,
etc. Ina sense, they could be said to be repaying the
hospitditywhi chthe r forebearsenjoyed yearsago. Praise
the Lord!

Those of youwho have beento Toronto may recal
walkingal ongKing Street and Queen Street i nthe older
Quarter. Not far fromthemis” Power Street”. Thisstreet
wasnamed after Bishop Power. ThisBishop at thetime
went to liveintheGrosse Isl e quarantine camp to tend to
the spiritual needs of the refugees. Eventual ly he too
contracted the dreaded diseases and passed away.
“Eternal rest grant unto the seven ladies and this good
bishop, O Lord.” Thisstory of Bishop Power reminds
me of Father Damienwhowent totake care of the spiritual
needsof thel epersonMolokai (near Hawaii inthe Pacific
Ocean). He lived amongthem, and caught |eprosy and
then, too, sacrificed hislife. Now heis knownasBlessed
Father Damien.

Let us fast forward to the present for the
next story of brotherly love.

Dear reader, do you know whatdo “M.SF” gand
for? They stand for “ Medecins SansFrontieres’ (Engish
name is*“ Doctors Without Borders’). This wonderful
organi zation regul arly sends out teams of highly moral
youngvol unteers. Many may betrained doctorsand nurses
or paramedics and dedi cated lay men and women They
are sent to places throughout the world in bad need of
heal th care, shel ter, food andclean water. They areoften
thefirstreief teamstoarriveat areas devastated by civil
wa inAfrica, intheNiger, Liberia, Sierral.eone, Congo



Republic, Sudan and Djibouti. The grimness of the
conditions may be gauged from thefact that the children
they treated for the diseases occasioned by extreme
ma nutritiondied within 20 hours of their admissionino
the mobi | e heal th clini cs operated by these vol unteers.
“God blessthem,” | amproud to say that, at | ast count,
73 of these vol unteers, many of whom gave up their
livelihoodsto vol unteer, come (inthe prime of life) from

coast to coast in Canada (New Brunswick, Quebec,
Manitoba, B.C. andthe Yukon). Again, these vol unteers
of brotherlylove wereamongthefirstto arriveto ectivey
hel pthevictins in areasstri cken by natural di sesterssuch
as thetsunami inS.E. Asia(Aceh, Indonesia, Sri Lanka
and S.E. India) and the earthquake-levelled regions of
Kashmiri India and Kashmiri Pakistan. May God bless
their good work and brotherly love!
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