Pope Francis’ Homily
for the Canonization of John XXIll and John Paul Il (Extract)

“Saint John XXIIl and Saint John Paul I
were not afraid to look upon the wounds of
Jesus, to touch his torn hands and his
pierced side. They were not ashamed of
the flesh of Christ, they were not
scandalized by him, by his cross; they did
not despise the flesh of their brother (cf. Is
58:7), because they saw Jesus in every
person who suffers
and struggles. These
were two men of
courage, filled with the
parrhesia of the Holy
Spirit, and they bore
witness before the
Church and the world
to God’s goodness and mercy.

They were priests, bishops and popes of
the twentieth century. They lived through
the tragic events of that century, but they
were not overwhelmed by them. For them,
God was more powerful; faith was more
powerful — faith in Jesus Christ the
Redeemer of man & the Lord of history;
the mercy of God, shown by those five
wounds, was more powerful; and more
powerful too was the closeness of Mary
our Mother.

In these two men, who looked upon the

wounds of Christ and bore witness to his
mercy, there dwelt a living hope and an
indescribable and glorious joy (1 Peter
1:3,8). The hope and the joy which the
risen Christ bestows on his disciples, the
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hope and the joy which nothing and no one
can take from them. The hope and joy of
Easter, forged in the crucible of
self-denial,self-emptying,utter identification
with sinners, even to the point of disgust at
the bitterness of that chalice. Such were
the hope and the joy which these two holy
popes had received as a gift from the risen
Lord and which they in
turn  bestowed in
abundance upon the
People of God,
merltlng our eternal

. Saint John XXIIlI and
Saint John Paul Il cooperated with the
Holy Spirit in renewing and updating the
Church in keeping with her pristine
features, those features which the saints
have given her throughout the centuries.
Let us not forget that it is the saints who
give direction and growth to the Church. In
convening the Council, Saint John XXIII
showed an exquisite openness to the Holy
Spriit. He let himself be led and he was
for the Church a pastor, a servant-leader.
This was his great service to the Church;
he was the pope of openness to the Holy
Spirit.

In his own service to the People of God,
Saint John Paul Il was the pope of the
family. He himself once said that he
wanted to be remembered as the pope of
the family. “
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