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CMCC Video Club for Evangelization

Fr. Richard Au

When Canadian Martyrs Parish (CMCC) was found by Archbishop Adam Exner, OMI, he does not
want to create another "Chinese" parish because in the Archdiocese of Vancouver, we already
have St. Francis Xavier as the Chinese parish. He wanted a parish with a "Chinese Mission",
especially, for the Chinese in Richmond. Before our parish exists, a large crowd of Chinese
Catholics who recently came from Hong Kong gathered with Fr. Robert Wong, SJ and Fr. Frank
Doyle, SJ for regular Cantonese Mass. We were using St. Paul and St. Joseph the Worker's
facilities until we got our own place, where we are now. To show that our Chinese Catholics will
take root in Canada, without losing our missionary spirit, the Archbishop commissioned us to
evangelize all those Chinese in Richmond when he established a new territorial parish in
Richmond. Our parish is open to everyone from all races and nations since our parish has its
established canonical boundaries. At the same time, we must keep our efforts of bringing more
souls, especially, Chinese speaking ones to Jesus Christ and His Church.

Therefore, besides maintaining the parish community with its catechetical and sacramental
needs, we have a duty to spread the Word of God, especially to the Chinese in
Richmond. Different pastors take various leadership role working with our parishioners. When |
was appointed to CMCC as Pastor three years ago, | begin to pray and ask the good Lord for His
guidance.

One of the inspirations that | have circulated in my mind for the last few years had been using
media to bring the Gospels to those who may never have a chance to come to know that there is
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the Catholic Church that he has founded. | want to take baby
steps at this moment. | have met with Archbishop Miller of Vancouver to establish certain
strategy in the last couple of years and to discuss my plan. | have also met with our Parish
Council for the last two years to discuss on this project. They all excited.

One of the impressive group that CMCC has is the Photo Club. They gathered many people,
Catholic and non-Catholic alike to share their passion of photos and cameras. With this interest,
| thought to advance their skills to taking videos. We have other groups that use video to share
their faith, e.g., Catholic Open House, our Cantonese Evangelization group, makes 4 short videos
a year in their gatherings of others who may be interested in the Catholic faith. Also, beside our
faithful Joseph Ha who frequently update our website with pictures, we have Patrick Ho and
William Yeung who takes video for most of our events. Just check our CMCC website, you can
see their good works. But, William Yeung and his family are united in Toronto. So, we really
need to train more people to help us with the tasks of recording our parish life. We already
experience this lack of help on Easter Vigil. While Patrick was recording the outdoor blessing of
the Easter Fire with the candidates who are getting baptized, the congregation inside the Church
cannot see what’s happening outside. If we have a few more camera crews, we could have done
better.

In April, thanks to Francis Chan who taught a few sessions how to use camera more
professionally, we begin to see if anyone would be interested in this Video Club. Also, Kyle
Cheng who also worked together with Francis at the Fairchild Television, advised us of the
equipment that we would need. With the help of Michael Day being the main coordinator, as well
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as Angus Lee and some of his Photo Club friends, we begin a core team for this Video
Club. We have some young people and are continuing to encourage young people who may be
interested in using modern media to join this group.

Talking about the equipment, many friends and personal benefactors came from all over to join
me to celebrate the wonder of God on my 20th Priesthood Ordination. All these friends donated
toward some projects that | have in mind. Also, | sold some curry chicken and beef, as well as 3
special dinners, for this occasion. Of course, there was also the Mother Day’s Orchid sale. The
orchids were donated by one of great supporters that | know for years.

One of the first expense was the purchase of new equipment for making videos. Then, we have
some projects that will help the member of video club to get some experience and make some
worthwhile video production that everyone can access. | wanted more than just events of our
parish life. | wanted something that a Catholic wife can give to her non-Catholic husband to
watch without begin "too" religious at first. ~ Of course, we are also going to produce videos that
have more religious contents, e.g., the history of the Shroud of Turin which is the burial cloth of
Jesus, and the explanations on the Stations of the Cross.

Many people know that | have been taking groups to the Holy land for more than 20 years. | have
my tour license because | used to study in Israel. In the world, there are 300 priests who have
this type of license to bring people to the Holy Land. There were 3 Cantonese priests total: Fr.
Placido Wong, OFM Fr. Lionel Goh, OFM , and myself. Now that Fr. Placido and | are retiring
from taking groups to the Holy Land, we are so thankful that Fr. Matthias Choi, OFM is now taking
groups now that he had finished his studies in the Holy Land.

From my experience as guiding people on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, | become aware what may
interest them, what make them think, what make them pray and love, while touching the Land of
Jesus. During my Christmas holidays, while studying in Jerusalem this year, | am hoping to
make some short videos that may help anyone who may want to know more about Israel, but
without giving a lot of information about the Christian teaching. It is almost like a travel show and
food show combination. But, you can be certain that the Catholic faith will be in it. A lot of
worldly people are interest in food and travel. Well, | am going to use these interests to help them
to come to know Jesus and his Church.

At the same time, we are going to film some videos that are more advanced in the Catholic
Faith. These set of videos will be for someone who is already baptized, or ready to get
baptized. These videos will be for those who have a thirst for God and His Catholic Church.

From some of the Video club members, they are coming to work for this project. Some of them
are already at work to finalize the scripts that | wrote for these videos. They are taking this project
so serious that | am so thankful God still inspires men and women to bring the Gospels of
Jesus Christ to the world. Those who are flying to Israel are even willing to pay for their
airfare. Even though part of the funds raised is paying for the room and board, they will have to
work. Other members that are not here will be here to help with editing, so to make really
professional videos for the consumption of the media world. Indeed, our Video Club will be made
by our people for all the people. Everyone has a duty to use their talents to further the Kingdom
of God. | am so glad we have so much support and good will. Please continue to pray for our
Video Evangelization Project.

Mary, our Hope, Seat of Wisdom, Pray for us! w
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