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My Journey of Faith
Michael Chiu

Religion, God, Faith and Jesus have always been around
my life since I was baptized in Hong Kong at the age of
five. Growm% 'ull) in a Catholic elementary school in
Hong Kong, bible studies and daily prayers in the hall
before classes start were part of a standard routine. “Our
Father” is probably the first prayer in Chinese that I
learned as a child. At the age of nine with my family, I
immigrated to Canada.

Fast-forward to around twenty-five years after is a man
who had just met the love of his life but have since
parted with the Lord. There are many reasons and
excuses that a nine-year-old, baptized child can come up
with for not going to church, such as my dad is busy; I
do not know the English language very well; my mom
does not have a religious belief and many more. The
main reason at the end of the day was that I never
opened up

myself to the Lord. I would go through the motion of
pr.a%/er and memorizing the contents of the bible class
without giving it much thought other than to get my
desired grades.

Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is.
dead. James 2:17 Since meeting Yvonne, my now wife
and soon to be the mother of our child, I felf the calling
from the Father to return to his embrace. We wanted to
get married in a church.

While at the time, both of us did not know the
implications of what marrying in a church means, I do
know that as a baptized catholic, I was to be married in a
catholic church.

And in order for me to find my way back to the Lord and
tlfe Catholic community, I decided to enroll in an RCIA
class.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But
the greatest of these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 So
begins the journey of faith for both my wife and myself,
one of discovery for my wife as a catechumen who has
never given religion much thought, and a Joumegf of
rediscovery for myself, one who has forgotten about the
Father growméup. Thml{l/lgh the teachings from the
RCIA staff at Canadian Martyrs, the supportlnlg laity of
the church and our sponsors, me and my wife learned
many important lessons of sacrifice, compassion,
forgiveness, joy, sorrow, humility and most important of
all remembering the grace that God has given to us to
live and spread joy and His words in this world.

“Therefore say to them,” Thus sa}{%the LORD of hosts,
“Return to Me,” declares the LORD of hosts, “that I may
return to you,”’says the LORD of hosts. Zechariah 1:3

The journey of faith, which has just barely begun, has
already given us a lot of joy. The joy of reconnecting
with friends and family through them being our
sponsors, the joy of being able to join the members of
the Catholic community of Vancouver, and the joy of
being closer to our friends who now we can converse on
topics of Spl_l'ltuﬁlltﬁ on top of everything else. We thank
God for giving us the Grace to go on with our daily lives
and we promise to carry the weight of His teachings and
apply it through the rest of our lives.
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