My 10*" Ordination Anniversary

Compared to some senior priests who celebrate their golden
or silver ordination anniversary, ten years seemstrivial.
Compared to eternity, ten yearsis nothing. So what ismy 10
years of priestly life?

| am glad that God creates each one of us as unique, and any
comparison will be futile. But | would like to liken it as a
child reaching 10 years of age, attending Grade 5 in elementary
school. He has grasped certain knowledge, continues to
explore, but ahead of him, thereis still much moreto learn.
When | wasfirst ordained, | wondered if | could fulfill sucha
awesome holy task of being a*“ spiritual father” to others. But
God was kind to me (as He usually does), and He heard my
prayer. He convinced methat if | try my best, | have given my
best, and really there is nothing “better” than the best. Even
God knows my offerings may not be the best by the standard
of theworld, Heknows| have put my effort into my vocation.
With this conviction and gracesfrom God, | learnt and finaly
| settled in my priesthood.

| came to this parish in 1997 when this community was still
very young. United in one heart to build up the parish, not
burdened with strong tradition, together we explore, and | can
see lots of potential to develop. And of course, we have our
excellent zealouslay peoplewho are second to none. Together
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with the help from God, we accomplished many things
including the greatest challenge of building a new church.
My last ten years has been afulfilling onefor me. Asapastor,
there is no greater joy than seeing people coming closer to
God, be that mean true conversion of heart, better knowledge
of thefaith, spending moretimein prayer, grester involvement
in church, or vocation to priesthood or religiouslife. Again,
thereisno greater challenge than to be patient and sensitivein
my pastoral care, to confront charitably to others' way of life,
and to deal with hundred of things that we do not learn in the
seminary. Once again, no words of thankswill be enough for
me to those who love me, assist me and suggest me waysto
become a better priest.

In the Christmas party, a watch was presented to me as a gift
from the parish groups. It reminds methat vocation isnot just
ayesin my ordination date 10 years ago, but acontinuousyes
to God every single day.

What lies ahead is beyond everyone's guess. But | do know
that there are bound to be chd lenges ahead, and there are bound
that more have to belearnt, but | firmly believethat if Godis
in our side, who will be against us.

Please keep mein your prayersas| continue to serveyou in
the Lord.
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Fr. Chu received the gift of Spiritual Bouquet
Mary Lee from parish groups on Dec 13

David Lai
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