MQ}E\\ We Do Not Know What We Do Not K now &N

Another sad redizationis theleakage fromthe church. This hasbeen sadly relayed to us by reliable non-Cetholic  gaiher Brown's.
clergymen who have become Catholic. They report whenthey were in their parish church work about athird of their Corner |
congregdionwereoften former Catholics. They were there inthe Protestant churchesnot because they the newchurchreflected agreaer
faith but there was somethingin tha church that drew themthere. It was something they werenot findingin the Catholic Church. Insome
casesthey were reluctant to adhere tothe highstandards the Catholic Churchinregardsto familylife andthey felt more comfortadein
this other congregation.

Another fact was reported to ameeting of catechists, heldthis past summer in Cdifornia. A non-Ceatholic clergyman was asked to
speak to the assembled catechists. He reported on how he had started a church inasmall community inthe United States withonly three
people, and now hes thousands of adherents attending his church. He explained that al he had done was to meet people, socidize with
them, get to know them and they got to know him and provide opportunities for the membersto meet one another. They devel oped the
community of hischurch. He went on to say that it was not his preaching, it was their socidizing that brought them together. They are
happy together in their growing church community.

There has been some criticism of socid activitieswithinthe church. However they are very necessary for us because most of uslike
to meet new people. We liketo be known. Welike to be respected. We liketo be gopreciated. Welike to be afriend and we like to have
friends. Inthe community of thechurchwe shou d be the best of friends. It isthe best pl ace to meet and makefriends. Our Lordsummearized
thewhole of religon: “To lovethe Lord your Godwith dl your heart and dl your soul and tolove your neighbour asyourself.” Thisisnot
too hard but onthe other hand for some it is not easy. We have to love our neighbour that we meet either in church or on the street.
Everybody we meet today and during the week. We should love them, aswe loveoursd ves. We do not have to marry them, but we do have
to lovethem. Our Lord wantsus to followHim. “Follow Me” washis invitaion.

Our lifeisnot to be without some dfficulties, painand hurts. Someti mes friends i nadvertently cause these. Sometimes we bring them
on oursel ves but we have to reach out to our neighbours. Thisisdone idedly in our church. We go to churchto worship God but when
youknow your nei ghbour it becomes more of afamily reunion. Reach out please, with the handof friendship and be sincere when yousay
Hello. Letthem knowin someway youwoud liketo befriends andget to knowthem. You ae my kbrother. Youare my sister. Let usget to
know each other as Christian friends. Let us worship together. Let us share with one another the great gift of faith because that isthe
greatest gift we have. Share our faith with your children. Share the fathwith neighbours. Share thefaith, aswe al need it.

Hereisonefina step to takein the education for life. We haveto get to know oursel ves. | hopeyou do not mind but | wouldlike to
share agtory of aclergyman who was visitinganursing home. He wasafine looking man. He was well dressed. He gppearedfit and hewas
very attractive in gppearance. After he entered the home he saidto the little old 1 ady who was sitting close to the door, “Madam, do you
knowwho | am.” The oldlady didn’t evenlook upfrom the book shewasreadng andreplied,” Goto the desk. They will tell youwho you
ae.”

We haveto get to knowour selves. That is doneby self-examination. TheLord trusts us to make an examination of ourselvesso we
can understand what we have done by thought, by word, by action or omission. By doing so we are better aware of the truth about
ourselves. Youmay have your ownopinion of yourself. Neighbours have their opinion but the Lord knows what is the truth. Sobe open
to reachout to neighbours infriendship. Let usbe opento make achangeinour lives if we concludeit is necessary and worthwhile. | do
not know anyone whowould say it is not necessary. The Sacrament of Confession issuch agenerous gift of Almighty God when He sent
his son to pay our debts. They are delivered to usinthis great Sacrament.

Thefind request ater reconciliation isto meke the necessary changes. Changes can bevery difficult for some of usto undertakebut
they pay off inrich dividends. We have to changethe way we talk to somepeopl e or the way we pray. We hae to make sre we are taking
withGod and not simply askingof Him. We are sharing with the Lord asking Him by saying; “Please showme Lordwhere | shoud change.
" | needto change but | do not see clearly what | should do. | want you to give methis privilege because you are my Savior and you are
my friend. | want to make friendswith your other children so that | am pleasing youand making reparationsfor what | have done that was
not pleasing to you. If you find something difficult to change, please listen to our Lord whenHe said, “If you let me, | can make you a

masterpiece.” “If youlet me, | can make you amesterpiece.”
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